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My Dran Fatenps, 


| I AM confident you will believe they when 1 
8 tell you, that I tenderly feel with you, and 
for you, in that painful, bereaving provi- 
dence, which has covered your countenances, 
and filled your hearts with ſadneſs ; which has 
clad your perſons, this pulpit, and temple of the 
Lord, with ſolemn blackneſs. — So much do I 
feel, that if, in this vaſt and ſolemn aſſembly, the 
Lord does not now wonderfully ſupport and aſſiſt 
me, ſure I am, the important ſervice will be an 
overmatch for me. 


Bleſſed be God ! his dear people here, and in 
many places, have been animated to pray fer- 
vently for me: this their chriſtian action, de- 
mands my moſt grateful acknowledgments, and 
I have an humble confidence, Pxaver will pre- 
vail.— My dear friends, add to the favour, by 
now offering your ſecret ejaculations to the 
Lord, that he would command my paſſions, 

: B invigo- 
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invigorate gifts and graces, and carry me honour- 
ably, comfortably, and profitably through the 
very momentous work before me. E the 
devout men of old, we have carried our dear 
brother to his burial, as they their STzpnzn, 
where we have made great and juſt lamentations 
over him, for truly a good and great man is fallen 
in this our Britin Iſrael. | 


ite was to me exceedingly ariking, and ff affect- 
ing, when I recollected that, at the very time 
we were committing the body of our late dear 


brother to the filent grave, that very day and 
hour, one year before, he, with me, and ſeveral 


brethren in the miniſtry, were together praying, 


on a very momentous occaſion, before a throne: 


of grace—but now, happy exchange for him f 
he is, I doubt not, before the throne” of glory 


praiſing. — It 18 equally remarkable, that my 


dear brother, on his' birth-day, bid farewell to 
our world, - quitted the church militant, and' 


was uſhered into the church triumphant.— O, 


ſurely then, the day of his death, Was far pre- 
ferable to the day of his birth. Had he lived 
but one month more, it would have been juſt 
twenty-four years ſince (after my late dear 
paſtor, 'Dr. Oe” had preached {a- funeral 

« U fer» 


( 3) 
fermoh 240 this church in the afternoon) I Was 
called to preach one in the evening, to the lecture 
in this place, for our deareſt brother, the Rev. 
Mr:Monpzca Anvatws.—Recolle& that provi- 
dence for your preſent encouragement : ſince as 
a Philip ſacceeded a Stephen in his zeal for the 
Lord, and uſefulneſs to ſouls, ſo our late dear 
'brother-was' ſent by the I. ord to comfort yon 


then and I truſt, God will ſhew you by another 


inſtrument, that _ loves to Kann thoſe who 
eien ner t 

9 The ile en of our deceaſed brother, has 
been largely and honourably given by a reverend 
and worthy brother, at the grave; for that reaſon, 
I decline entering particularly into it: — but 
would wiſh,: for my ſoul, and yours, as the Lord 
mall help, to make an improvement of the 
affeching, and very afflictive providence. Our 
departed brother had precious hopes beyond 


death, and was confident he had reſted his foul 


on Jeſus, the rock, which never fails; but he 
had his peculiar fears. reſpecting a grappling with 
death. — O how indulgent then was his God 
to him ! in cauſing him to fall into a deep ſleep 


about two hours before his death, in which he 
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eontinued till he breathed his _ into the . 
of Jeſus. 


That, which many years ſince had been 2 
mutual agreement, I hear he had not concealed 
from his friends; nor the ſubject he wiſhed I; 
might take for the funeral meditation. The 
words, which are exceedingly great and ſweet, 
prove the encouragements he | enjoyed under 
manifold internal and external diſcouragements; 
and if we can claim them, then we have a cor- 
dial for every temporal and ſpiritual trial.— 
About A year ſince, little could I have appre- 
hended, that now I ſhould have been in life, 
or my brother dead; but I am yet ſpared, and 
he is removed. O happy! thrice happy for me 
if What he believed, and has experienced, may 
de the matter of my faith; my preſent, my 
after, and canſtant experience, From my ſoul 
I pray, that the words of the text may be the 
experience of all our ſouls, which you have 
recorded in — — 
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PSALM xlvii—14 


6 For this God, is our God for over and ever 
i will be our guide even unto death. ” 


W E L L might David fay, W is that 
people whoſe God is the Lord! He is 

the bleſſed man—ſhe the blefſed woman —he 
the bleſſed miniſter — in life, and death, who 
can fay all this, —— Come, let us -put the 
queſtion round. —1s this God, my God? If 
ſo, exult— if not, Jament. It is a claim worth 


. making; a portion worth enjoying ; far prefer- 


able to any worldly enjoyment, becauſe it yields 
preſent. ſatisfaction, is a balance to the ſharpeſt 
tribulations, and will be enjoyed when we es 
bid adieu to this world for ever. 


It ts | apprehended, that the pfalm before us, 
was written by David with an eye to ſome 
ſtriking diſtreſſes, and extraordinary deliverances, 
to which he and the church of Iſrael had been 
witneſſes; ſo the God their fupporter under, and 
deliverer from imminent dangers, has from them 
a grateful acknowledgment. . A good inſtruction 
for the Lord's people, collectively, and perſon- 
ally, in all ages But what heightened their 


JOY, 
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joy, was, that what he had been, he ever would 
be to his people — So ſhall all his people expe- 
rience, in all RS. | 
As then no ſcripture is of private interpretation, 
the Pſalm {till ſtands forth for the encouragement 
of all the Lord ; people, of every, name; and ever 
will, still the church militant becomes the church 
um phang. Y Hut as che contents will naturally 
call! for our attention, becauſe i it unfolds the text, 
we { ſhall immediately fix our thoughts on it, and 
briefly enquire into the following things, which 
David. n for himſelf, and al the Lord's 
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as 5 We hall enquire into Pg manner in which | 
5 here ſpeaks of God; cc for this God.” * 
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3 How for himſelf, and them, he claims — 


"hen thus ſpeaking of him? for this God, 
our God for ever and ever.” 


1 II. What! is the believingencouragement drawn, 
from making ſo precious a claim ? © he will be 


our guide even unto death.“ After having ſaid 
alittle on each of theſe things, I ſhall endeavor to 
make 


er 
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make ſome uſe of the whole, anſwerable to the 
preſent ſolemn occaſion. 5 * 


I. We ſhall enquire into the manner in which 
David here ſpeaks of God? « forthis God.” Much 
of the beauty and ſweetneſs of God's word, appears 
in his promiſes anſwering to providences ; and' in 
his wearing names and characters, anſwering par- 
ticularly to his people's wants, frames, trials, 
and wiſhes: Thus here, he ſpeaks of him 
under a moſt encouraging name— Gop. The 
word in the original, I humbly apprehend, is ex- 
preſſive, of the plurality of perſons in the 
Godhead, and alſo of covenant tranſactions for the 
ſinners ſalvation, yx 57758 M. The name 
he here wears, is an epitome of the whole bible : 
the deſign of which is to proclaim the Father's 
purpoſes of love, mercy, and grace, to a choſen 
people—the Son's accepting the Father's choice, 
to redeem them by his blood—and the Spirit's un- 
dertaking to be the Redecmer's glorifier, and to 
lead his people through him to the Father; to act 
for them as a Spirit of grace, to bring them into, and 
carry them through the church militant; and as a 
Spirit of glory, to let them ſee ſomething of glory 
below, and at laſt carry them to glory, in the 
church triumphant abo vpe. 


This 


( 8 ) 


This is what I conceive the name Gop imports 
in the text: hence, under this name we firſt hear 
of him in his word, © In the beginning God crea- 
&© ted the heaven and the earth ;”* becauſe the 
very end of revelation is to unfold this gracious 
covenant tranſaction ; to guard ſinners from pre- 
ſumption, and deſperation, Indeed, The fool 
ſays in his heart, there is no God.”+—He ſees no 
need of a covenant Gov, thinking he is not fo 
great a ſinner, but he can be his own Saviour: but 
the whole pſalm holds forth the ſinners deplorable 
condition; and therefore, no wonder, however 
careleſs ſinners light him, that David ſhould ſay, 
knowing the value of Jzsvs, „O that the ſal- 
vation of Iſrael were come out of Zion; which 
devout wiſh was completely gratified, when Simeon 
had the Saviour in his arms, and ſaid, R. For 
mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” 


| 
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Preeious; indeed, are the benefits flowing from 
God, as a covenant Gop; let Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. 
ſtand forth as a proof of it, for as ſuch, he is 
« a ſun and ſhield” to his people, and © will 
give them grace and glory, no good thing will he 
with hold from them.“ No wonder then in a pſalm 


* Geneſis i. t. | + Pſalm xiv, 1. 
I Luke iu. 30, 
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21 
full of Chriſt, when we are to hear David's laſt 2 
prayer, he ſhould cloſe all with ſaying, © Bleſſed 
be the Lord God, the God of Iſrael.” Nei- 
ther can we wonder, at the laſt words of 
David, „He hath made with me an ever- 
laſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure; 
for this is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire. 
Precious covenant! precious privilege ! precious 


cordial to a poor ſinner feeling his malady, that it 


provides ſo all-ſufficient a remedy ! —No wonder 
then, that my dear brother was ſo zealous an ad- 
vocate for the doctrine of the ever-bleſſed 
Trinity; and for that everlaſting covenant in 
which the ſacred Three were ſo AE engaged 

for our ſalvation. | 


- Viewing him as a covenant God, David recites 


what he was as a covenant God to his people; 
and of him in this view, we may ſay as did the 


Queen of Sheba, of Solomon's glory, © the half has 
not been told us.” Much is ſaid in the Word of 
God, much in this Pſalm, but glory only can 
unfold the whole. 


$ Pſalm Ixxii. 18. || 2 Samuel xxiii. 5. 
C 1. He 
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This i is what I conceive the name Gop imports 
in the text: hence, under this name we firſt hear 
of him in his word, « In the beginning God crea- 
&« ted the heaven and the earth; becauſe the 
very end of revelation is to unfold this gracious 
covenant tranſaction ; to guard ſinners from pre- 
ſumption, and deſperation. Indeed, © The fool 
ſays in his heart, there is no God.“ He ſees no 
need of a covenant Gov, thinking he is not ſo 
great a ſinner, but he can be his own Saviour: but 
the whole pſalm holds forth the ſinners deplorable 
condition; and therefore, no wonder, however 
careleſs ſinners flight him, that David ſhould ſay, 
knowing the value of Jesvs, © O that the ſal- 
vation of Iſrael were come out of Zion ;" which 
devout wiſh was completely gratified, when Simeon 
had the Saviour in his arms, and ſaid, 4 © For 
mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” 


Precious; indeed, are the benefits flowing from 
Gop, as a covenant Gop; let Pſalm Ixxxiv. 11. 
ſtand forth as a proof of it, for as ſuch, he is 
« a ſun and ſhield” to his people, and “ will 
give them grace and glory, no good thing will he 
with hold from them.“ No wonder then in a pſalm 


5 Geneſis i. t. + Pſalm xiv. 1. 
1 Luke ui. 30. 
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Full of Chriſt, then we are to hear David's laſt - 
prayer, he ſhould cloſe all with ſaying, © Bleſſed 
be the Lord God, the God of Iſrael.” Nei- 
ther can we wonder, at the laſt words of 
David, „He hath made with me an ever- 
laſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure 
for this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire.” 
Precious covenant! precious privilege ! precious 
cordial to a poor ſinner feeling his malady, that it 
provides ſo all-ſufficient a remedy ! No wonder 
then, that my dear brother was ſo zealous an ad- 
vocate for the doctrine of the ever-bleſſed 
Trinity; and for that everlaſting covenant in 
which the ſacred Three were ſo GE engaged 
for our ſalvation. | 


Viewing him as a covenant God, David recites 
what he was as a covenant God to his people; 
and of him in this view, we may ſay as did the 
Queen of Sheba, of Solomon's glory, © the half has 
not been told us.” Much is ſaid in the Word of 
God, much in this Pſalm, but glory only can 


unfold the whole. 


$ Pſalm Ixxii. 18. || 2 Samuel xxiii. 5. 
C x. He * 


468 : 


1. He is here held forth as . great, v. 1. Great 
is the Lord.” fo, © for the Lord your God is a 
great God ;”+ language equal applicable to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and happy 
for us it is ſo, from the great work, each divine 
perſon has to perform for the effecting our ſal- 
vation. Thus the Father's promiſes cannot fail 
of an accompliſhment — the Son's undertaking 
cannot fail of ſucceſs —or the Spirit's work fail of 


a completion. 


2. He is held forth as © a refuge,“ v. 3.-- ſo © the 
eternal God 1s thy refuge.“ In Chriſt, God the 
Father is a refuge for us—to Chriſt we fly for 
refuge—the Spirit leads us to this refuge—O 
happy refuge under trials temporal and ſpiritual, 
a, covenant God] well might Luther, when 
his friends told him of their trials, and the 
trials of the church of God, bid them go and read 
the xlvi. Pſalm, God is our refuge, &c.” Bleſs 
God, my dear friends, that under your preſent trial 


you have this God to fly to as your refuge. 


3. He is held forth as a God of loving kindneſs, 


« thy loving kindneſs,” v. 9. ſo how excellent 


+ Deut. x. 17. Deut. xxziii. 27. 
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( 1) 

zs thy loving Kindneſs, O God !”y the typical em- 
blems of it were then in his temple. —His word, 
his day, his ordinances, his preſence, are evidences 
of it now. The [Father's choice of us—the Re- 
deemer's blood ſhed forus—the Spirit's work in us, 
bleſſings inhand, and bleſſings in hope, are glorious 
proofs of his loving kindneſs : they are ſweet re- 
freſhments under every diſcouragement in provi- 
dence, or frame; eſpecially, if we can read loving 
kindneſs both when he frowns, and when he 


ſmiles, 


4. He is held forth as full of righteouſneſs, © thy 
right hand ĩs fullof righteouſneſs.” v.10, — What a 
refreſhing word is that the Lord our righteouſ- 
neſs,”|| in him, we have a juſtification as to ſtate, 
and a ſanctification as to nature. A ſight of what 
we are by nature and practice, and then an eye 
by faith of him, full of righteouſneſs, how re- 
viving! eſpecially, when connected with an 
humble hope of an intereſt in him. A complete 
juſtification. ſanctification begun, which will be per- 
fected, when the Believer is preſented to him- 
ſelf without ſpot, wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, holy 
and without blemiſh; who, that has a humble 


§Pſalm xxxvi. 7, Jer. xxiii. 6, 


1 hope 


n) 
to the ſharpeſt trial. | 


5. He is held forth as a God of judgments, 
i becauſe of thy judgments.” verſe 11.--Nay we 
are called to be glad, and rejoice in them, from 
the glory God will have in them, and the good 
his people will gain by them. Indeed, now they 
are often a great deep —yet in the midſt of them, 


great is his faithfulneſs. So David thought, 1 


know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou i in faithfulneſs haſt afflicted me. God 
help us all to ſay ſo now !—then we ſhall write 


over the preſent diſpenſation, © it is well. ” What 


of it we know not now, we ſhall know hereafter, 
when weeping and groaning will be turned into 
finging and ſhouting ; for how elſe ſhall we be able 
to ſing the Song of Moſes, and the Lamb, but as 
ſeeing the way in which we are led, was **the right 
way to the city of habiration. 1 


As eying all this, the Pſalmiſt ſtands forth 
for himſelf, and the church, admiring and adoring 


—< for this God.” The like language we have 


after a review of ſome of the Lord's great and 
+ 
1} Pſalm cxix, 75. 


precious 


| ; . . - SY ED $ TR 1 ; — 
precious promiſes, ( this is the heritage of tho 


ſervants of theLord, * ſurely then, this was worth 
telling to the generations following, that the God 
we claim, is a covznanT God ; as ſuch, great, a re- 
fuge, a God of loving kindnegs, full of righteouſ- 


neſs, and one even whoſe judgments call for re- 


joicing and gladneſs — tet us rehearſe then, again 
and again, what this God is, for the encourage- 
ment of our own fouls, as our brother did for the 
encouragement of his ſoul $ rehearſe it to your 
fellow-believers, to encourage them; rehearſe 1 it to 
poor ſinners, to allure them to him—and to poor 
backſliders to invite them to return to their God 
Now, 1 would ſet this God before you, as a ſweet 
encouragement under your preſent ſore diſcourage- 
ment; A conſidering what we have 


II. To enquire into, and that is, how for him- 
ſelf, and them, David claims De for this God 
is our God for ever and ever.” 


It is an aggravation of the torments in hell, 
that they are ETERNAL - it would be an abate- 
ment to the felicities in heaven, were they alſo not 


eternal 


1 Iſaiah liv, 17. 
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eternal — equally ſo, relation to God” would 
leſſen in its value, could there be a ſuſpicion of 
the loſs: of relation to him, and affection from him, 
but the text ſtands as an anſwer to every unbe- 
em objection. 


1. H ere is a ſweet perſonal lm God is 
« our God.” Say that, and then you may ſay, 
40 God is my father, by him in Chriſt I am adopt- 
ed, accepted, forgiven—Jeſus is my Saviour, with 
his righteouſneſs he has clothed, my, guilty ſoul, 
with his blood he has cleanſed my polluted ſoul, 
and out of his fulneſs he is ſupplying my indigent 
ſoul. The Spirit is become my in-dweller, he is 
diſcharging his precious office for me, as a re- 
newer, convincer, ſancti fier, ſealer, witneſſer, 
leader — and will be to me, a Spirit of grace, and 

of glory.“ Thus, the language correſponds with 
that of the church, after a review of the redeemer's 
glory this is my beloved, and this is my friend.” $ 
O my dear hearers, thus claim, and then ſadneſs 
will turn into gladneſs; then ſin, Satan, the world, 
may do their worſt, all is well; O then! no 
tribulation can equal ſuch a conſolation - eſpe- 
eially as 

2, Here 
§ Cant. v. 16. 


T Is } 


2. Here is an extenſive claim —for this God is 
our God, * for ever and ever.“ 


What a ſcriptural argument is this, for that 
very precious doctrine of the ſaints perſeverance ? 
and none intereſted in the privilege, can abuſe it 
to licentiouſneſs, but muſt find it a ſpecial 
motive to goſpel holineſs, —It is alſo a ſweet 
cordial, when God withdraws the light of his 
countenance z when we are tortured by inward cor- 
ruptions, and Satan's temptations; alſo in ſeaſons 
of ſad languiſhings in our graces; — * our God 


for ever and ever,“ read it over and over again, 
believer, and exult in your privilege = ever- 
laſting love thy father had for thee— © I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love.”*—Before the 
foundation of the world, in Chriſt he choſe thee — 
In time, thy loving Jeſus left his glory, to die 
for thee, and went back to glory to plead for 
thee, — The Spirit to prove the prevalency of 
his interceſſion, came and called thee, and 
having called thee, he never will leave thee 
*till he ſees thce ſafe in glory: was it not ſo, 
how would that gracious declaration be fulfilled ? 
« Whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo 


called; and whom he called, them he alſo juſti- 


fer. XXXl, 3. 


1 fied; 


( 26 ) 

| fied; and whom he juſtified, them he alſo gloti: 
fied.” + — Here our brother got a ſtaff to lean 
on, when he was weary; bread ta- eat, when 
hungry; and water to drink, when thirſty : and 
what all this was to him in the wilderneſs, 
is the ſame to us, if we are the true Iſrael of 
God. Yea, more than all this — as will appear if 


III. We conſider what was the believing en- 
couragement, drawn from making ſo precious a 
claim? he will be our guide even'unto death.” 
The encouragement is not founded on what we 
are to him; but what he is to us ; nor from what 
we have done for him, but what he will do 
for us. —If this was not the foundation of our 
hope, we ſhould after all deſpair; and yet the 
conſideration of his covenant faithfulneſs, is a 
= ſweet incitement to holy obedience ; | awakens 
| | lamentations that we love him no more, and ſerve 
i him no better; and makes his people to long 
1 for the fulfilment of what is now before us, 
when as they ſhall enjoy him, ſo they will 
love and ſerve him perfectly. ; 


What then as © our God for ever and ever“. 
is the encouragement drawn from it? 


. 
{ 


+ Rom. viii. 30. 3 
1. The 
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1. The r is, that he will be 

& ous cuvipe” how ſweetly is this held forth 

through the whole 12 1ſt pſalm: a pſalm full 

of encouragement to the ſpiritual as well as the 

natural traveller and mariner, looking for a 
ſpiritual home, a ſpiritual port. — Short, but 

vaſtly expreſſive, is that promiſe, © And the 

Lord ſhall guide thee continually” * ſpiritual 

babes, children, young men, and fathers, ever 
have found, and ever ſhall experience that 

good word. — And to-day, each may and ought 

to erect their EBznezer with wonder, gratitude, 

and encouragement. — So, all is ſafe and well, 

and the believer becomes an overmatch for 

inward corruptions, the world's allurements, 

the devil's temptations, the hardeſt ſervices, and 

the ſharpeſt ſufferings —But 


2. The encouragement is, that he will be 
our guide even “ unto death.” 


Bleſſed be God! his faithful and refreſhing 
word will be fulfilled, * I will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee.” + — Three important things 


appear to be included, in this ſhort and pre- 
cious ſentence, as 


14 


- » Ifaiah Iviil. 2. + Heb. xiii, 5. 
2 r. That 


© | = 

1. That he will be our guide even © unto 
death. » As he led Iſrael from Egypt through 
the red ſea; led them i into, and through the wilder- 
neſs, -to the banks of Jordan, to look over the 
river into the promiſed land; ſo, he brings his 
people out of their ſpiritual Egypt, carries them 


through their red-ſea dangers, guides them with 
his pillar of cloud by day, and his pilker of fire 


by night, through the ſpiritual wilderneſs ; gives 


them ſpiritual bread and water, that they may 
be refreſhed and ftrengthened for their ſpirj- 
tual, journey; helps them by faith. to look 
for healing to Jeſus; daily carries them on to 
their ſpiritual Jordan, and at times, gives them a 


ſpiritual ſight of the glory, and ſpiritual taſtes of 


the fruits, of the promiſed land, before they go 
into it; and as he guides to, and will guide 
through death, they are often helped to ſay, 
though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with. 


me. — 
2. He will be our guide ovzr or AE DEATH.“ 


Hence the holy triumph of the Apoſtle, 0 


1 Pſalm xxiii. 4. by ſuper, juxta, ſupra, contra, &c. 
death, 


/ 


E | 

death, where is thy ſling ? O grave, where is thy 
victory? — But thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
oh victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.”* My dear 
hearers, it is one thing to talk of death, and an- 
he other to die but if the Lord be with us, then may 
we ſay as good Dr. Groſvenor did, © If God 


* ſmiles on me, ] will ſmile on death.” But ſhould we 
* not have conſolations in death, if the Lord is our 
A God, we ſhall have protection in, and victory over 
- death, let it come ſuddenly, or gradually. If the 
14 Lord is ours, death is ours, a friend and not an 
Y I cnemy; a friend to diſmiſs us from a world of 
of forrow, and to waft us into a world of everlaſting 
* Joy. For | 

o | 

a 3. He will be our guide BEvond Deartn, 


Where? not into never-ending miſery, but never- 
ending felicity. The believers wiſh the Lord 
will oratify, thou ſhalt guide me with thy 
counſel, and afterward receive me to glory.” + The 
queſtion is vaſtly momentous, What will become 
of my ſoul when it takes wing from the body? They 
who by grace claim God as their covenant God, 
can anſwer. It is kind in friends to give the 


® 3 Cor. IV. 55, 37. + Pfalm Ixxiii. 24. 
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breathleſs body a decent, honourable funeral; os 
you, my friends, have generouſly teſtified this, 
reſpecting your late dear paſtor : but our God is 
kinder ſtill, for while the body lies mouldering in 
the ſilent tomb, the ſoul is triumphing in his pre- 
ſence in glory---appears there, got out of great tri- 
bulation, with its robes waſhed, and made white. in 
the blood of the Lamb---there it lives, loves, and 
enjoys God, exults in him, and waits for its once 
dear partner 'the body : at the trump of God, 
they meet, unite, and part no more. Though 
it will be a day of freſh lamentation to the wicked, 
for body and ſoul to unite to be ſent into ever- 
laſting miſery, yet O how tranſporting a day to the 
Tighteous ! for ſoul and body to unite and live in 
that preſence, * where is fulneſs of joy,” and at 
that right hand © where there are pleaſures for 
evermore.“ a FW} 
APPLICATION. 

1. You ſee, what a comfortable paſſage of 
Scripture this was for your late dear paſtor, 
to live upon. I call him your pear PasToR ; 
he was dear to his family, to his friends, 
and to you his flock : rejoice, that theſe words, 
his own choice for a funeral ſermon, were not 
taken up merely as expecting death, or when 


death had laid its cold hand on him; No---they 
| had 


() 


had been words for his encouragement in life, in 


health, and whenever death ſhould knock at his 
door. —_ is true, he drank not in all the conſola- 
tions of the text in his ſickneſs, or when on his 
dying bed; yet the repeated ſweet ſentences which 
dropped from his lips, proved that he had ſupports 
from them he had his ſips, his glimpſes, but 
now, O now ! he has his full draughts, and his full 
blaze, in glory.” | _ 


2. What a cordial is this to me---to his brethren 
in the miniſtry to you that loved him, occa- 
fionally now here---to you his dear bee 
all, to his dear family. 


I know I loved him, and therefore I fee] deeply 
the loſs of him ; ſome humble hope have, I that 
I have alfo ſome intereſt in the bleſſing held forth 
in the text, which makes it a cordial under this 
trial; as I hope tho? parted now to meet with him 
in glory to part no more. He was loved by many 
of the Lord's Miniſters of different names; be- 
cauſe he ever profeſſed a love to all that he be- 
lieved loved Jeſus; and therefore the Lord's mi- 
niſters now weep for him. But bleſſed be God 
as he has done weeping, ſo will they, when arrived 
at that glory to which he is got; *till then, let 


al! 
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all the dear miniſters of God, prove their ſenſe kf 
this affliction, by walking more together i | 
chriftian affection, and cheriſhing a warmer am- 
bition to honour the God of our ſalvation by zeal 
for his gaſpel, and glory; and to be inſtruments in 
his hand to bring in ſinners to Jeſus, to recover 
backſliders, to comfort believers, get more com. 
munion with God, and conformity to him, till 
brought to everlaſting viſion of, and fruition with 
him. 


Many friends bothabſent and preſent, not imme. 
diately connected with this congregation, feel the 
loſs for themſelves, for Chriſt's intereſt in general, 
and for this intereſt in particular. -Some are now, 
perhaps, dropping a tear at home others in one 
and another of the Lord's temples---fome now 
without, and many here within- well, you ſhew 
by your affections, it is to you an affliction, and 
indeed the trial may ſoon come to your own tem- 


ples, your families, your ſelves. God help you 
to fee whether God is your God! Then, here is a 
cordial; for though ſeparated ſoon, you will meet 


in glory to part no more for ever.—But the trial 
ſaarpens, as * on you, his once dear con- 
gregation 


(9 


gtegation and church.---To you of the congrega- 


tion he has been a BoanercEts, a Barnabas: O! 
has he preached, and you heard in vain? Think, 
O ſoul ! how awful to have him to ſtand forth as 
a ſwift witneſs againſt you at Chriſt's judgment 
ſeat! would to God his death may be your life ! 


by ſome providence, or ordinance, may you at laſt 


feel your malady as ſinners, and ſee and claim the 
remedy in Jeſus ; that you may meet your dear 
miniſter with joy, and not with grief, 


But you of the congregation who can claim God 
as your falvation, you havethe beſt of comforts under 
your preſent croſs : how ſhall I ſpeak to you as a 
enuxen? I know that the tears trickling from your 


eyes, are occaſioned by the deep ſorrow in your 


hearts; but if God he your God, then he can, and 
will make up in himſelf the loſs of your dear 


paſtor.· Come you my brethren in office in this 


church, encourage yourſelves in the Lord yout 
God, - be not diſcouraged, becauſe your paſtor was 
taken away in the midſt of his uſefulneſs, fo 


was your other dear paſtor, Mr. Andrews; and is 


it not a high privilege, rather than to outlive our 


uſefulneſs ?--- the Lord help you to bleſs God for 


the uſe he made of him to others---and to your 


OW] 
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own ſouls; now honour youf character, and 


ſhew your love to your late paſtor, by doing 

your beſt for the peace, unity, and proſperity 
of the church, and may you live to ſee it 

provided with another paſtor after God's own 
[ | heart ! --- Brethren and ſiſters of the church, 
N | rejoice! though your paſtors die, your God lives 
[| for ever; bleſs him, if under the preſent trial 
that touches you ſo tenderly, you can ſay, 
« this God is our God,” then, *till you die, and 
when you die, your God will take care of you, 
and at laſt bring you to ſee your dear paſtor 
in glory: who, has already met many of his 
members that went before him; who ſees his 
dear parents there his dear brother AvDREWS, 
whom he ſucceeded--- and among other glorified 
ſaints, - thoſe dear men of God, an Owen, a 
Guyse, a GiLt, and a WHITEFIELD, where, I 


. —_— — 
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am ſure, hearts and hands are united. Would 
to God] it may be a leſſon to us yet in the 
church militant, who hope to meet ſuch men of 
God in the church triumphant ; but the ſweeteſt 
meeting of all will be, with that gracious Goo 
who brought us there. 


Well my dear friends, prove your love, by 
living in love, keep cloſe together, look up 
; to 
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to the Lord by prayer, to ſupport you under, 
and profit you by the trial, and in his own time, 
to provide for you; and at laſt, as he has in 


part, completely fulfil this good word to you, 


that you may go and live with him you loved, 
never to part more. 


And now when going to addreſs you his late 
dear FamiLy,--I feel a ſecret pleaſure that his 
late dear wife, and my dear ſiſter, is abſent , 
or I fear what I have ſaid, or might ſay, would 
be more- than her tender paſſions could bear. 
However, I hope the Lord that has ſent, will 
yet ſend his ſweet cordials, and eſpecially this 
in the text, then ſhe will ſay, though tribulation, 
yet conſolation alſo abounds. — I am ſure, per- 


ſonally I cannot neglect any thing to teſtify my 


love to her; I fervently pray for her and her's; and 
I am confident, you as a church, will do the 


ſame, as the one beſt proof that at heart you loved 


your late dear paſtor. But how ſhall I, how 
can I addreſs you his late dear cxiLDRew ! I 
know, and you- know ſtill more, how much he 
loved you; and I know you loved him. I feel 
the more for you, from an apprehenſion what 


my dear family will feel, when it is with me, as 
now with your dear father. Bleſſed be God! 
E ſome 


— — ' 
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ſome of you have avouched, and publicly too, 
the God of your father to be your God. O how 
did he joy in it? how ought you now to joy in 


it, to find ſuch a ſupport under your loſs | < But 
are any of you ſtrangers to the Lord? God 
forbid you ſhould remain ſo ! Should this be the 
caſe, O how awful to think, that a father who 
loved you, — whom you loved, and for whom 


a you now weep, will ſtand forth as a ſwift wit- 


neſs againſt you and fay © Amen” to the awful ” 
ſentence « Depart ye curſed,” but on the con- 
trary, O that you may lay hold of the God of : 
your father and mother, for your God; that | 
at the great day, you with them may receive 7 
the joyful benediftion © Come ye bleſſed.” Fi- N 
nally, as a lover of your dear parent now living, 0 
and of him who is dead, let me beſeech you to main- 
tain love and duty to your dear mother; live in G 
love with one another; and may God bleſs 
you all temporally, ſpiritually, and eternally ! f 
; | | { 
iy In a word, may this be a teaching ſeaſon to , 
| | backſliders; particularly to you (if any ſuch) 1 
iſ under the late care of my dear brother, O that ; 
| it the word has not, may the rod reclaim you | N 
Il | may the Lord fay, © return ye backſliding chil- , 
If dren, I will heal your backſlidings,“ and may 4 
li you 


„ 
you ſay © we return unto thee for thou art the 
Lord our God!“ 


May the Lord make it alſo a quickening 
providence to us all! to be ready at the Lord's 
call — to be up and doing while it is day, as the 
night cometh when no man can work. 


I wiſh in God, that my foul, and the ſouls of all 
my dear brethren in the Miniſtry, may be quick- 
ened by it, ſo as to ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt and 
ſouls ; to go on, valiantly fighting the good fight, 
keeping the faith, till our courſe is finiſhed, and 
we receive the crown. Particularly, may it be a 
humbling, teaching, quickening leſſon to you his 
late dear charge, and may you learn from it to live 
leſs on creatures, and more on Jeſus, who is © the 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever.” 9 


Come then; a little longer, and he that ſhall 
come, will come, and will not tarry.— Soon, I truſt, 
we ſhall have to ſay, as that good man Mr. Bax ER 
did, when in. agonizing pain on his death bed; on a 
friend's aſking him how he did, he replied, * almoſt : 
well,” and ſoon he found it ſo, on getting to his ever- 
laſting reſt, So, my dear hearers, a few more diſ- 
appoin:ments, a few more bereavings, a few more 
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trials temporal and ſpiritual, and then * ifthis God 
be our God,” we ſhall find he will be fo © for 

ever and ever”---he will ſweetly prove it, by being 
our guide unto---over---and beyond death and 
what then ? O then, no wanderings from God, no 
withdrawments of his bleſſed preſence, no wearineſs 
in our maſter's ſervice, no coolneſs of lovebetween 
brethren, no languor in our devotions: O then, 
faith will be ſwallowed up in viſion, hope in frui- 
tion, grace in glory ; — then we ſhall be all we 
can wiſh or want to be, for place, for company, 
for enjoyment, for employment — and that not 
for a day, a month, a year, but for eternity ! 


When we ſhall ſhout praiſes indeed to FATHER, 


Sov, and Se1R1T, the God of our falyation.” 
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The INTERME NT, Kc. 


VERY grave at which we ſtand, preſents 

to our view a ſcene truly affecting, — but in 

the grave now open before us, we behold an 

OBJECT ſuited to make a peculiarlydeep and laſting 

impreſſion : we have juſt been witneſſes to the 

interment of a worthy man, an exemplary 

chriſtian, an uncommonly acceptable, and, as far 

as our limited views will permit us to judge, emi- 
nently uſeful MINISTER, | 


I preſume, I ſhould not be excuſed by any 
who now hear me, nor indeed ſhould I be able to 
excuſe myſelf, was I, on this ſolemn occaſion, only 

| | | to 


t. 98) | 
to make this general tranſient mention of my de- 
ceaſed friend, and brother: I ſhall therefore, bez 
fore the inſtructive particulars; which this mourn- 
ful providence has a tendency to inculcate, are 
laid before you, juſt ſuggeſt a thought or two 
concerning him, whoſe death 1 1 brought us 0 
this place. | 


He was deſcended from parents truly teſpec: 
table, as they not only expreſſed a regard for the 
goſpel of Chriſt, hut, all their days maintained 
a character uniformly conſiſtent with that pro- 
feſſion. This being his honour and happineſs, 
he was favoured with that ineſtimable privilege, 
A pious education, which it pleaſed him, from 
hom cc cometh every good and every perfect 

gift, ſo to bleſs, as that he was not only ſtrictly 
moral, but alſo really religious, in the early part 
.of life. Soon giving evidence, that, he was a poſ- 
ſeſſor of that invaluable treaſure, true religion, 
and . that he had promiſing abilities for * ſerving 
God in the goſpel of his Son;“ he was, when 
young, deſigned for that honourable and difficult 
employment, the Chriſtian Miniſtry, In purſu- 
ance of | this deſign, he entered on, and perſevered 
in, a courſe of ſtudies, under the direction of able 
tutors, which he finiſhed with fuch credit, that he 
came 


„ 

came into the ſacred work, to which he had been 
devoted, with very pleaſing appearances of his 
being intended by God, for great ſervice, both in 
the church, and in the world. He was ſoon taken 
notice of, as a miniſter of the goſpel ; and not 
long after his appearing ih public, he ſettled in this 
great city, as an aſſiſtant to that eminently ju- 
dicious, experimental, and practical divine, the 
late Rev. Mr. Richard Rawlin in which ſituation, 
his preaching and behaviour engaged the very 
great regard of that amiable man to him, and gave 
him an high place in the eſteem of thoſe who at- 
tended his miniſtry. But acceptable and uſeful 
as he was in that ſtation, providence had deſigned 
him for another, a larger ſphere of action; accor- 
dingly on the demiſe of their greatly and juſtly 
beloved Paſtor, the late Rev. Mr. Mordecai 
Andrews, he was unanimouſly choſen to under- 
take the charge of that church of Chriſt, in 
which he honourably preſided, and among whom 
he faithfully and zealouſly laboured, to the day of 
his death, 


Having thus laid before you a brief ſketch of 
my dear and Reverend Brother's valuable life---I 
might here enter into a large and minute repre- 
ſentation of his truly worthy and excellent cha- 

1 racter: 
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rater: to this the high regard I had for him, 
ſtrongly excites me ; but the ſeverity of the ſea- 
ſon, and the place in which we ſtand, compel me 
to forbear ; I ſhall only, therefore, juſt mention a 
few particulars, which I know to be true, and 
which appear to me peculiarly deſerving eſteem 
mention them not ſo much 


and imitation ; 


to commend him, as to honour that rich “ grace, 


by which he was what he was.” 


/ * 


His diſpoſition was peculiarly amiable, friendly, 
and benevolent: his countenance might, indeed, 


lead ſome to ſuſpect, that he was of an unſociable, 


auſtere, forbidding temper; but if any entertained 
ſuch a ſuſpicion, they were ſtrangers to him. 
Thoſe who knew him moſt, knew, that the law 
of kindneſs influenced his heart, dwelt on his lips, 


and governed his life; that he was averſe to re- 
turn evil, diſpoſed to do good, and even delighted 


to © overcome evil with good.“ He had not 
merely a ſincere, but a high and ftrong 
veneration for the word of God. He indeed 
greatly valued that noble compendium of doctrines 
and duties, The Aſſembly's Catechiſm; but then 
he valued that, and every other human compoſure, 
no farther than, as he apprehended, they expreſſed 


( 3s ) 
the mind of God, revealed in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament, that bleſſed book which 
ſhould ever be regarded as the ſole, becauſe the 
only infallible ſtandard of faith and practice. 


It may not be improper, before I leave this part 
of his character, juſt to obſerve, that he thought 
ſome parts of the divine revelation too much neg- 
lected, even by many whom he conſidered as hav- 
ing a real and great regard for the inſpired writ- 
ings ; I mean ſome parts of the Old Teſtament : 
accordingly, he often employed his thoughts on 


them, and on them he often inſiſted in the 


courſe of his public miniſtry.---And if, in ſome in- 
ſtances, it is thought by many, he went farther 

in explaining the typical reference of perſons and 
things, under the Moſaic ceconomy, to the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, than many Divines equally evan- 
gelical with hiraſclf, approve ; may not the noble 
principles by which, I am certain he was influ- 
enced in this part of his conduct, place him, I do 
not ſay above cenſure, but even in a pleaſing 
light, to thoſe who love the whole of the bible, 
and rejoice to think that. the important doctrine 


of ſalvation, by Chriſt, ſpreads ĩtſelf through almoſt 


every page of that divinely inſpired volume ?--- 


F 2 While 


T 55 


While hewas candid and charitable tothoſe whoſg 
religious principles and practices were different frora 
his own; looking on all with pleaſure, in whom 
he ſaw the image of his divine Maſter, however 
they differed from him in leſſer matters, and wiſhing 
the nobleſt welfare of ſuch as were not of his 
mind, even in thoſe things which he apprehended 


eſſential to chriſtianity ; he was open and reſolute 


in his avowal of a regard for thoſe ſentiments, and 
that conduct, which he conſidered as enjoined by 
him, to whoſe will the moſt implicit, unreſerved, 
and chearful obedience, is at all times due. He 
was, indeed, naturally of a diffident, and rather 
timorous diſpoſition, yet he was not to be re- 
ſtrained from expreſſing a firm attachment to the 
adorable object of his worſhip, -- the only foun- 
dation of his hope,--and the unerring rule of his 
obedience.--- The laſt particular in his character 
I ſhall mention, is —— He was indefatigably 
diligent in his endeavours to compaſs the great 


ends of the Chriſtian Miniſtry,--- to promote 


the glory of God,---and to advance the nobleſt in- 
tereſt of mankind : to this, his own houſe, the 
houſes of his friends, and eſpecially the houſe of 
God, bore conſtant teſtimony. Perhaps I ſhould 
not ; expreſs myſelf too ſtrong, if I was to ſay, that 
in ſome degree, (to uſe a remarkable ſcriptural 

expreſſion) 


(+ 
expreſſion) te the zeal of God's houſe ate him 
up,” exhauſted his ſpirits, impaired his health, 
and at length put an end to his life; like a brightly 
burning taper, in giving light to others, he was 
himſelf conſumed, | 


On hearing all this, concerning my worthy 
brother, perhaps, many preſent feel a deſire riſing 
within them to know, in what manner he was re- 
moved from our world; in compliance then with 
the wiſhes of ſuch, I would juſt add, that the cir- 


cumſtances of his death, were ſome of them pain- 


ful, and ſome of them pleaſing. It was painful 
to ſee him, for days before he obtained his diſ- 
miſſion, ſupported in bed, at times inſenſible, 
and ſpeechleſs: but it was pleaſing, during thoſe 
intervals in which he had his ſenſes, and was 
capable of ſpeaking, to hear him expreſs his 
chearful reſignation to the divine will — his firm 
truſt in the mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
the only mediator---the ſatisfa&tion with which 
he left the beloved companion of his life, and his' 
dear children, in the hands of his heavenly 
Father---and his ſtrong deſire to leave this 
world, and go to a better; and to obſerve him, 
when, though ſenſible, he could not ſpeak, 

ſignify 


C3 


While hewas candid and charitable to thoſewhoſs 


religious principles and practices were different frora 


his own; looking on all with pleaſure, in whom 
he ſaw the image of his divine Maſter, however 
they differed from him in leſſer matters, and wiſhing 
the nobleſt welfare of ſuch as were not of his 
mind, even in thoſe things which he apprehended 
eſſential to chriſtianity ; he was open and reſolute 
in his avowal of a regard for thoſe ſentiments, and 
that conduct, which he conſidered as enjoined by 
him, to whoſe will the moſt implicit, unreſerved, 
and chearful obedience, is at all times due. He 
was, indeed, naturally of a diffident, and rather 
timorous diſpoſition, yet he was not to be re- 
ſtrained from expreſſing a firm attachment to the 
adorable object of his worſhip, - the only foun- 
dation of his hope, — and the unerring rule of his 
obedience. The laſt particular in his character 
I ſhall mention, is --- He was indefatigably 
diligent in his endeavours to compaſs the great 
ends of the Chriſtian Miniſtry,--- to promote 
the glory of God,---and to advance the nobleſt in- 
tereſt of mankind : to this, his own houſe, the 
houſes of his friends, and eſpecially the houſe of 
God, bore conſtant teſtimony, Perhaps I ſhould 
not expreſs myſelf too ſtrong, if I was to ſay, that 
in ſome degree, (to uſe a remarkable ſcriptural 


expreſſion) 
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expreſſion) © the zeal of God's houſe ate him 
up,” exhauſted his ſpirits, impaired his health, 
and at length put an end to his life; like a brightly 
burning taper, in giving light to others, he was 
himſelf conſumed, | 


On hearing all this, concerning my worthy 
brother, perhaps, many preſent feel a deſire riſing 


within them to know, in what manner he was re- 


moved from our world; in compliance then with 
the wiſhes of fuch, I would juſt add, that the- cir- 


cumſtances of his death, were ſome of them pain- 


ful, and ſome of them pleaſing. It was painful 
to ſee him, for days before he obtained his diſ- 
miſſion, ſupported in bed, at times inſenſi ble, 
and ſpeechleſs : but it was pleaſing, during thoſe 
intervals in which he had his ſenſes, and was 
capable of ſpeaking, to hear him expreſs his 
chearful reſignation to the divine will — his firm 
truſt in the mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
the only mediator---the ſatisfa&tion with which 
he left the beloved companion of his life, and his 
dear children, in the hands of his heavenly 
Father---and his ſtrong deſire to leave this 
world, and go to a better; and to obſerve him, 
when, though ſenſible, he could not ſpeak, 

ſignify 
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finify to his enquiring relatives and friends, 
that hewas in poſſeſſion of tranquillity, ſubmiſſion, 
and hope, with a manifeſt air of ſatisfaction and 
chearfulneſs, on his wan emaciated countenance, | 


Such was the man, ſuch the miniſter, whoſe 
funeral ſolemnities we now attend ; the enquiry 
therefore, with us all, ſhould be. What uſe is 
to be made of the inſtance of mortality, to which 
our attention is at preſent called ?* Permit me 
then, in a few plain words, to endeayour your 
aſſiſtance in the improvement of a providence ſa 
particularly affecting; and while I ſpeak to the 
ear, may God fix what ſhall now be n 


with power on the heart 


Certainly, you, my dear young friends, who 
are ſtanding at the grave of an indulgent father, 
muſt be conſidered as having a peculiar concern 
in this painful ſcene; and will therefore, I am 
ſure, give me leave to addreſs you, on this 
mournful occaſion. Your loſs is very great; 
be aſſured, you have my moſt tender ſympathy, == 
but amidſt all the reaſon there is for grief, there 
is cauſe for thankfulneſs: Be thankful, Sirs, 
that © you ſorrow not as thoſe who have no 
hope.”---The ſpirit of your honoured father, you 

| have 


* 
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have the utmoſt reaſon to believe, is now with 
« the ſpirits of juſt men, made perfect“ with © an 
innumerable company of angels,” with Jeſus the 
mediator of the new covenant,” and with © God 
the judge of all,”-- and though his body muſt 
lie amidſt the darkneſs and diſhonours of the grave, 
it ſhall not remain there for ever, it ſhall be 
raiſed © in the reſurre&ion of the laſt day” to 
life, immortal life. Eſteem it your honour and 
privilege, that you have been favoured with 
parents who made conſcience to inſtruct, . 
warn, and encourage you, to ſet before you 
a good example,--and to bear you on their 
hearts at the throne of grace, earneſtly en- 
treating, that God himſelf would abundantly 
bleſs you. Conſider it alſo as a mercy, that fo 
good a father was continued with you, till you 
had riſen ſo far into life, and that even now 
it has pleaſed God to remove him, you are not 
left orphans, but have the pleaſure of reflecting, 
that a prudent and affectionate mother, not to 
add, other worthy and valuable relations, yet 
live, and live near you. -- And now, do you 
aſk © what particulars of duty I would further 
recommend to you in your preſent ſituation ?” 
I anſwer, perſevere in the diſcharge of every 
inſtance of filial affection : Great is the pleaſure 

| with . 
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with which I take this opportunity to mentiof 
the peculiar ſatisfaction wherewith your late 
father expreſſed to me, the ſenſe he had of the 


engaging manner in which his children behaved 


towards their parents,--go on in the fame path; 
your mother now eſpecially, needs every ex- 
preſſion of the tendereſt regard, ſhe. can at any 
time receive from you: Would you fulfil the 
deſire of your deceaſed parent, and aſſuage the ſor- 
rows of his mourning widow ? Stand, O! ſtand 
at the utmoſt diſtance from thoſe many ſnares 


and temptations, - which almoſt every where 


abound in this thoughtleſs and diſſipated, this 
diſſolute and licentious age. In a word, be 
followers of him, who was moſt affectionately 
concerned for your welfare, eſpecially for your 
ſpiritual and eternal welfare, as far as he was 
a follower of Chriſt; that ſo, though you 


ſhall „ ſee his face no more” in this world, 


you. may appear with him, at the right hand 
of the Judge, in the great day, and dwell 
together. in the kingdom of heaven, for ever. 


My Rev. fathers and brethren in the chriſtian 
miniſtry, now before me, I am perſuaded, will 
| indulge me, in ſuggeſting a thought or two to 
them, on the preſent ſolemnity. God has been 
A 2! pleaſed 


i 
| 


hed 
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pleaſed to take our valuable brother from 
among us, and we have at this time, ſeen his 
body committed to the ground ;---ſurely, there- 
fore, it ſhould be our ſerious enquiry, © What 
does this providence teach us ?” Some of our 
number were nearly of the ſame ſtanding in 
life, and in the miniſtry, with him, ere at the 
ſame ſeminaries of learning, and have grown up 
in the world together, certainly then we ſhould 
conſider his removal, as with a peculiar energy 


addreſſing us; eſpecially may we view his 


death in this light, if we add that the youngeſt 
of us has been taken away firſt. -- But, . though 
the event I ſpeak of, addreſſes us in a tone 
peculiarly ſtriking, muſt it not be acknowledged, 
that it directs a variety of important intima- 
tions to us all? I ſhall therefore, juſt glance at 
two or three of the principal among them. 
Are we not now, my fathers and brethren, 
reminded of the divine condeſcenſion, that 
to ſuch feeble mortals, as the ſtrongeſt of us 
certainly are, © is this grace given, that we ſhould 
preach among the Gentiles, the unſearchable 


riches of Chriſt? Have we not, at the mouth 


of this grave, a loud call to the moſt im- 
moveable fidelity, lively zeal, and indefatigable 
diligence, in diſchatging every part of that im- 

"SE -. portant 
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portant work,---which certainly muſt, and ſoon 
may, come to a period : a period, permit me. 
to add, which will affuredly be followed by our 
being called to give, and that by our divine 


maſter himſelf, a minute account of the manner 
in which the ſacred truſt, committed to us, 
has been attended to. God grant, that account 
may be given by us all © with joy, and not 
| with grief!” - And are we not here taught, 
| | that all the ſucceſs of our labours, for the 
| glory of God, and the advantage of man, muſt 
_ expected from, and aſcribed to God him- 
ſelf ; conſtantly remembring, that © we have 
the treaſure” of the goſpel © in earthen veſſels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us.” 


But does the mournful event, which has 
brought us hither, ſuggeſt theſe things to us 
who are engaged in the ſame public work, in 
which the deceaſed was employed? It as plainly 
ſpeaks aloud to you, my chriſtian friends, who 
were lately under his paſtoral care, You ſhould 
be thankful that he was ſettled among you, 

and that his labours were ſo eminently ſuc- 
ceſsful, as that while too many churches of 
Chriſt are ſinking, and languiſhing, you have 
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for a courſe of years, been riſing and flouriſh- 
ing; fo that you are, at this time, one of the 
largeſt chriſtian ſocieties in and about this 
great city: Review what has been the effect 
of the miniſtry you have enjoyed, on your 
hearts and lives; if you have reaſon to fear, that 
the divine life has been 'declining, be humBled ; 
and, if you have ground to hope, that it has been 
advancing, give the glory to that ſovereign 
and almighty grace to which alone the glory is 
due: Think ſeriouſly and frequently, whether 
ſome evil has not been found among you, which 
has provoked” God to take away that great 
bleſſing, the removal of which you are now la- 
menting, and ſhould any thing of this kind come 
under your notice, be earneſt at the divine foot- 
ſtool for forgiveneſs, and eſpecially, be concerned, 
that every © root of bitterneſs” may be removed 
from you; by this hint, aſſure yourſelves, 1 mean 
not to accuſe or condemn you, but, as my much- 
reſpected friends, to warn you : Guard, conti- 
nually guard, againſt every thing which has a 
tendency to divide and difperſe you. I know 
your late paſtor was much concerned that, 
ſhould God remove him, a cordial affection, and 
uninterrupted harmony, might prevail among 
you: It rejoiced his heart to hear that your meet- 

G 2 ings, 


ings, for prayer, were, 1 his being laid allde 
from his public work, well attended, as it had 


given him great pleaſure to obſerve the regard 


paid to them, while he was able to miniſter to 
you ;. let brotherly love“ I beſeech you, 
7 continue,” and that your union may be pre- 
ſerved, and ſtrengthened, © let nothing,” I pray 
you, be done through ſtrife or vain glory, but 
in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem others 
better than themſelves; look not every man on 


his own things, but every man alſo on the things of 


others; let the ſame mind be in you which was 
alſo in Chriſt Jeſus :** that is, watch againſt a 
ſelfiſh, proud, contentious ſpirit and deportment, 
but cultivate a benevolent, humble, peaceable, diſ- 
poſition and conduct: Continually direct your 


eyes to the glorious and gracious head of the 


church, for every bleſſing needed by you; re- 


joicing, that though inferior ſhepherds die, he the 


great and good ſhepherd ſtill lives, © holding. the 
ſtars in his right hand, and walking in the midſt 
of the golden candleſticks,” or, (as that ex- 
preſſive repreſentation leads us to conſider him) 
direCting the motions of all his miniſters, and in- 
tereſting himſelf in the concerns of all his churches; 
and may he, in due time, introduce, and ſettle a 
paſtor among you, who ſhall be a real, eminent and 


i ; laſting 
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thunders of the law rolled over you, or the charms 


44 jt 
1 bleſſing, that, all who wiſh well to the 
cauſe of Chriſt, may behold with joy, your ſteady 
perſeverance in the faith, and in the order of the 
goſpel ! “ Remember him who had the rule over 
you, who has ſpoken unto you the word of Gad, 
ſo as to follow his faith, conſidering the end of his 


converſation.” 


Without doubt, many of his large congregation, 
his ſtated hearers, are now come to expreſs their 
regard for their late miniſter, and various are. the 
ways in which it is the duty of them to improve 
his remoyal. Have any of you remained un- 
moved, while in the diſcharge of his miniſtry, the 


of the goſpel were diſplayed before you ? Let me 
entreat you to reflect on what you have heard 
from his lips,. and though thoſe lips ſhall never 
more proclaim terrors or mercies in your hearing, 
may the reflection, by the bleſſing of God, excite 
in you a deep and laſting conviction, both of the 
truth and importance of thoſe vaſt eternal 
realities, the exiſtence and weight of which, you 
have hitherto, if not deſpiſed, certainly neglected! 
Have any of you been brought, by this means, to 
ſome juſt views of your guilt, pollution, aad mi- 


ery, as ſinners ? Be thankful that your deceaſed 
miniſter 
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miniſter was not removed, *till he became the 


happy inſtrument of awakening and fixing this 


conviction. Be on your guard againſt every thing 


which has a tendency to leſſen and extinguiſh it; 


and be not ſatisfied, till you have reaſon to con- 


chade, that you have been brought to reſt on that 
only foundation, which is revealed in the goſpel, 


, conſtantly remembring, that other foundation 


can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jeſus 
Chriſt. And are there any of you, in this 
large aſſembly ? I doubt not there are many,— to 
whoſe converſion the grace of God has made him 
ſucceſsful ; while you cannot but honour the in- 
ſtrument, let your warmeſt gratitude be di- 
rected to that infinitely excellent and adorable 


Being, who certainly was the ſole agent, in that 


great, that neceſſary change, which has been ex- 
perienced by you: Make a public profeſſion of 
your faith and love, in that way which the great 
Lord of the church has wiſely and graciouſly ap- 
pointed: Be ſolicitous, that in the ſteady and 
diligent uſe of all inſtituted means, you may © grow 
in grace,” become eſtabliſhed, improving, eminent 
chriſtians : eſpecially, be concerned ſo to behave 
in every ſituation, as that it may be manifeſt a real 
change has been wrought in your hearts, by its 
beautiful and beneficial effects, throughout your 

lives; 
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lives; thus will you more effectually honour . 
your deceaſed miniſter, and him who bleſſed his 
miniſtry to you, than by the moſt frequent, warm, 
and nervous expreſſions of regard for them, 


But to draw towards a cloſe — Many are the 
ways in which his death ſhould be improved by 
all who now ſurround his grave, whatever be 
their ſtanding or circumſtances in life. Here our 
thoughts are naturally led back to Sin, the ac- 
curſed parent. of death; © the body is dead,” 
under the ſentence of death, and falls by the 
execution of that” ſentence, © becauſe of ſin:”__ 
Hence we may learn to value the word of God, 
which ſets before us not merely the origin and 
conſequences of death, but alſo the only way 
in which any of our apoſtate race can meet 
« the laſt enemy,” with ſafety and comfort: 
From this grave, we may colle& the certainty | 
of death, with the uncertainty of the time and 
way of its arrival ; we ſee the miniſters of. the 
word of life themſelves die, and that even theſe 
are ſometimes removed, when various circum- 
ſtances unite to give hope, that he © in whoſe 
hands our times are,“ would be pleaſed to continue 
their lives and labours : Eſpecially ſhould this 
affecting ſcene teach us the importance, the 

neceſſity 
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neceſſity of a preparation for death. This great 


change will, undoubtedly, paſs upon us all, 


ſolemnity to us? © Be ye alſo ready.” -- Jeſus 
Chriſt is the only Saviour for ſinful men; 
without faith in him, without ſuch knowledge 


of what the word of God reveals concerning 


him, as is attended with ſome degree of aſſent, 
approbation and truſt, there can be no fal- 
vation from him; and this faith ever will 


produce obedience; let us all, then ſeriouſly | 


eriquire, whether this evangelical obedience, 


which will, in ſome meaſure, exiſt, wherever 


there is a true preparation for death; be found 
with us? Perhaps there are ſome here whoſe 


conſciences faithfully aſſure them, that this 


obedience is not found with them, and that 


therefore, they have grounds for the awful 
concluſion; that they are not prepared for this 


change; to you I muſt ſay, I moſt ſincerely 


| pity you; your ſituation is, at preſent, dan- 
gerous, but ſhould you die as you are, your 


condition will be miſerable beyond the power 
of the moſt expreſſive language fully to de- 
ſcribe, beyond the capacity of the moſt exten- 
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ü n, to comprehend ; without 


what therefore is the language of this ſtriking 


delay, | 
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delay, oy of God, that his ſovereign and 
victorious grace may make an happy alteration 
in you. But I am perſuaded, that in the 
great multitude here aſſembled, there are very 
many who are living in the daily practice of that 
obedience which I have juſt mentioned, and 
have thence ſcriptural reaſon to conclude, that 
in ſome degree, they are prepared for death -— 
If ſo, with pleaſure I congratulate you, on your 
dignity and felicity; you are honourable and 
happy now, but you will be inexpreſſibly more 
honourable and happy hereafter : you will be fo 
immediately on death, you will be ſo at the 
glorious morning of the general reſurrection, 
when as ſurely as the word of God is true, 
* ſhall be brought to paſs, the ſaying that is 
written, death is ſwallowed up in victory.“ In 
the view of that delightful period, expreſs 
your joy in that triumphant language of the 
holy Apoſtle, - O death, where is thy ſting ? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The. ſting of 
death is ſin, and the ſtrength of ſin is the law, 
but thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;” and eſpecially 
my beloved brethren,” endeavour to manifeſt, 
that the joy you expreſs leads to holineſs, by 
being © ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding 
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in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 6 10 


know, that your labour is not in vain in | the 
Lord.” | 


To conclude, may the afflictive event which 
has brought us together in this place, and the 
hints which have been given, with a view to its 
being ſuitably improved by us, be ſo bleſſed, 
as that all preſent may be rendered more uſeful 
in life, - become more prepared for the yet 
untried ſolemnities of death, and made meet 
for that heavenly inheritance, where God of 
his infinite mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
we may all meet, rejoice, and reign together; 
for ever! Amen, and Amen! 
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its Ne faint is gone, the pious Hitcas' 5 dead $.. 


dm this probationary world Temov'd, 
3y all lamented, as by all belov'd.” wil 


Say ye, who 1 him ka his laſt honed 
mourning kindred, for ye beſt can tell, 

ith what ſerenity his end he view'd;. 

d fear of death at length by faith ſubdu'd. 


hrice happy man! 1 thy painful warfare's o 'er, 
id thou ſafe landed oh that heav'nly ſhore, | 
which bleſt haven of eternal day | 

) lining thouſands thou haſt taught the way; 
Thy Gop, whoſe name thou didſt exalt on earth, 
as call'd the home, for He beſt knew thy worth: 
glorious hour! O welcome glad releaſe 

om pain and ſorrow into realms of peace; 


w great muſt now Thy ſervant's glory be 


d dwell for ever, Loxb of Loxps, with Thee! 
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Hence then, ye weeping friends, your grief e, 
The loſs you mourn to him is endleſs gain; 


Hrrenm i is dead. bot give you forrows der, 155 


Te pious ſouls, wh aid in crouds auteng 
The preaching of our bleſt departed friend, N 
His precepts follow, whom you now bemoan, This 
And by your practice make his bliſs your own „ 125 
Live his example, his advice purſue, 
And death, his gain, ſhall be that _ to 650 . 
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Surviving . mark it * 
As none their time of death can 4 


To this great truth let all attend, 


Each moment nearer brings our end: Sara, . 
The grave does each returning day . 

Some friend demand, as lawful nobel? : N 
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1 25 T H E 
CHURCH MEM BE R' s 
PRACTICAL DIRECTORY, 

O R, 


EVERY CHRISTIAN's cOMPANION. 


Deſigned for the Us of ſuch, as have engaged in a ſolemn 
Connexion with CHRIST's VISIBLE CHURCH; 


WHEREIN 


v The DuT1ts of that Hicy RELATION are conſidered, 
boch in a MoRAaL and RELticiovus Point of View. 


Let every one, that nameth the Name of Chriſt, depart from ini- 
quity. 2 Tim. chap. ii. V. 19. 


To WHICH IS ADDED, 


An ADDREss to thoſe, who intend entering upon that 
IMPORTANT CHARACTER. 
Fer which of you intending to build a tower, fitteth not down firſt 
and counteth the coſt, whether he have ſufficient to finiſh t? 
Left haply after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to 
finiſh it, all that behold it, begin to mock him. 


Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finiſh. 
N n Luke, chap. xiv. ver. 28, 29, 30. 


By ARCHIBALD BELL, 
AvuTror of the Memoirs of Miss Wiiliams, &c. 2 vols. 
— — — ———— 


Printed for E. Jon xsox, Aye-maria Lane, and the Auron, 
No, 8. Aldgate Street. 
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